














Teacher Appreciation Week

WHEREAS, Gaston County Schools is proud to join other school 
districts and education organizations across the country in celebrating 
Teacher Appreciation Week (May 4-8) and National Teacher Day on 
Tuesday, May 5; and

we realize that Teacher Appreciation Week and National WHEREAS, 
Teacher Day are among the most important annual observances because 
they bring attention to the teaching profession, which is worthy of  honor,
praise, respect, and recognition; and

WHEREAS, there are more than 1,900 teachers in Gaston County 
Schools, and they go beyond expectations each day to ensure that children 
learn, discover, grow, and thrive in a safe and caring environment; and

WHEREAS, we do not have to look any further than the current 
coronavirus pandemic to see how teachers go the extra mile to support 
students and their families, which is a prime example of  our teachers’ 
unwavering commitment to the education profession; and

 we are extremely grateful for the teachers and otherWHEREAS,
education professionals in Gaston County Schools who are responsible 
for inspiring success and a lifelong love for learning in our students.

to honor all teachers NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
for their important contributions to our schools and steadfast efforts to 
positively influence the leaders of tomorrow, the Gaston County Board 
of  Education is proud to proclaim the week of

in Gaston County Schools and encourages students, parents, school 
employees, and others to express their appreciation for our teachers.

 that this proclamation be made a   BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
part of  the minutes of  the Board of  Education, adopted this the 
twentieth day of  April, 2020.
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WHEREAS, each year since 1985, the month of April has been 
designated “National School Library Month” in an effort to celebrate 
school libraries and bring attention to the significant role they play in 
public education; and 

WHEREAS, the theme for this year’s observance is “Find Your Place 
at the Library” with an emphasis on how school libraries transform 
learning for students and empower them to discover, understand, and 
gain knowledge for their use and benefit; and

WHEREAS, the school library is intended to serve as the heart of a 
school by offering books, technology, and many other resources that 
connect students with information and give teachers what they need  
to provide an engaging learning environment for students; and 

WHEREAS, we are extremely proud of our librarians and media 
center coordinators in Gaston County Schools, who work diligently   
to make the library a fun, inviting, and special place for reading, 
exploring ideas, working together, and fostering personal growth.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gaston County 
Board of Education is pleased to join other Boards of Education  
across the United States in proclaiming April 2020 as

 

National School Library Month

and encourages the citizens of Gaston County to join in the 
celebration of “National School Library Month” by promoting the 
importance of having libraries in our schools and in our community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this proclamation be made a 
part of the minutes of the Board of Education, adopted this the 
twentieth day of April, 2020.



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Exceptional Children’s and 
School Choice Instructional 
Resources- Update

Board of Education Meeting
April 20, 2020



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Department for 
Exceptional Children



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

DEC Budget 2019-2020
$32,798,000



● Assist with recruiting, vetting, and securing highly qualified 
Speech Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, 
Physical Therapists, School Psychologists, Visually 
Impaired Teachers, Hearing Impaired Teachers and Sign 
Language Interpreters

● Provide access to a variety of Professional Development 
Opportunities and Therapy Resources for all Related 
Services Staff



Speech Center - $750,000

EDU  Healthcare - $750,000

Cobb Pediatrics - $700,000

Contract Amounts



● Available through the State Board of Education to assist in 
providing services to children with disabilities who are 
placed in licensed developmental day centers

● Funds are used to provide services to students at Webb 
Street School

Developmental Day Funds



Contract Amount

Developmental Day Funds - $300,000



● A partnership with the Department for Public Instruction

● Assist in providing services to children with disabilities who 
are placed in an approved residential center

● Gaston County Schools partners with Holy Angels to 
provide services using these funds

Community Residential Funds



Contract Amount

Community Residential Funds - $325,000



● Provide “orientation and mobility” services to visually 
impaired children including travel skills for safety and 
independence, how to use canes and how to use 
electronic travel aids

● Evaluate students for services

● Consult with school staff and parents



Contract Amount

Equal Eyes- $15,000



● Provide face-to-face interpretation in American Sign 
Language and spoken languages

● Available on short notice to serve students directly in 
schools or to facilitate interpretation at IEP meetings 
to provide for full parental participation



Contract Amount

Language Lines Solutions (Fluent) - $25,000



● Provide services to students aged 14 - adulthood

● Participate in IEP meetings to develop transition plans

● Provide Pre-Employment Transition Services

● Complete educational, psychological, vocational evaluations

● Connect students to job coaching agencies for job placement

● Connect students to agencies for supported employment

● Collaborate with Gaston County Schools to hold community resource 
events

● Provide financial support for eligible clients for work-based needs



Contract Amount

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Service - 
$55,000



Special Funds Management

● Medicaid Reimbursement, Fee for Service and Cost 
Reporting allow us to receive funds for related services such 
as speech and occupational therapy

● Risk Pool Funds and Special State Reserves allow us to 
receive funds through special application for some of our 
most needy students



Case Management

● Used for students with Individualized Education Plans or 504 
plans

● Allows ease in generating needed reports for the state and to 
share with parents



Multi Tiered System of Support Early Warning System

● Allows for planning for Core Instruction

● Allows for the creation of Tier Plans

● Allows for intervention logging



Contract Amount

Public Consulting Group - $500,000



● Provide individualized adult support 
services for students with behavioral 
needs

● Provide individualized adult support 
services for students with life skill 
needs



Contract Amount

Support Inc. - $1,000,000



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Student Support Services



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

School Choice



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Schools Participating
Carr Elementary
Costner Elementary
W.C. Friday Middle
North Gaston High

Prepares students for college, to be 
leaders in the community and for 
global citizenship.



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

▪ Year two of implementation

▪ Teachers and administrators 
participate in  researched based 
professional development with 
other educators at Leader In Me 
Schools from around the world.

▪ Prepares students for 
college, global 
citizenship and life as 
citizens in our 
community.  

▪ Based on Stephen 
Covey’s Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective People

▪ World renowned 
leadership program



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Contract amount - $113,586.48



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Schools Participating
● Bessemer City Middle School 
● Bessemer City High School 
● East Gaston High School
● Hunter Huss High School

Focuses on helping 
teachers create  
engaging, real 
world, and hands-on 
classroom 
environments for 
students



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

● Prepares students for 
college, career and 
beyond

● Students gain skills and 
apply learning 
experiences

● In-demand knowledge 
from industry leaders

● Year two of 
implementation

● Researched based 
training for teachers 
and administrators 

● Engineering, 
biomedical, computer 
science



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Contract amount - $23,866.00



Celebrate! Gaston County Schools

Exceptional Children’s and 
School Choice Instructional 
Resources- Update
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